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GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF MISSILE GUIDANCE 


Yu. Kh. Vermlshev 

1 , General Information on the Principles of Automatic Control 

Guided weapons differ In principle from other types of armament. 
The characteristic feature is the possibility of guiding a missile 
after it has been launched. Depending upon the designation of the 
missile, it can be controlled during the entire flight—-up to the 
moment it strikes the target—-or during the initial phase of the 
flight, which is necessary for putting the missile in a trajectory 
which guarantees striking the target. In most missile guidance 
systems, control commands are generated automatically when the missile 
deviates from a given trajectory. 

The entire complicated set of means necessary for determining 
the coordinates of the target and missile, for generating commands, 
transmitting them to the guided missile and execution of these commands 
is called a missile guidance system, and, in essesnce, is an automatic 
control system. 

Automatic control' systems are characterized by the so>cal^ed ^ 
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of action. 

In a closed system of automatic control, the output parameter Is 
continuously controlled and compared with the Input signal. When 
the output parameter deviates from the Input signal, an error signal 
Is automatically generated and acts on the control organs, causing 
them to vary the output parameter until there Is zero mismatch. 

Automatic regulators which operate according to the closed- 
circuit principle are widely used In technology. 

As an example, let us examine a device for controlling the angle 
of elevation of a gun barrel. The block diagram Is shown In Fig, 1 . 

The device for controlling battery fire generates a control 
signal which accurately corresponds to the required angle of elevation 
of the gun barrel. This signal Is supplied as a d-c voltage to 
the sensitive element. On the gun fortification there Is a potentl- 
oneter which picks up a d-c voltage, which Is proportional to the 

true angle of elevation of the gun. This voltage Is also fed to a 
sensitive element. In which the Input and output signals are compared. 
As a result of the con5)arlson of these signals, an error signal b = 

“ ^out ” %n generated, which Is sent to the comnand-generatlon 
device. 

Depending upon the sign and magnitude of the error signal, a 
command Is formed which, after amplification. Is sent to the drive 
motor, which sets the angle of elevation of the gun accordingly. 

These devices are called servomechanisms. 

In slngjle servomechanisms, there Is usually no specially designed, 
separate element In which commands are generated; the co&iiaand-genera- 
tlng elements are located In the amplifier. 

These elements play an extremely Important rolei they endure < 







9 Pnpllcated the control system, the more functions the command- 
formation system must perform. As a rule, the following elements are 
found In automatic control systems} 

1) an object of control , l.e., a device to he controlled; 

2) a measuring device , required for determining the output 
paraniBter Xa potentiometer In the case under examination); 

3) a sensitive element for oomparlng the Input and output signals 
and generating an error signal; 

4) a control-command generatoi*; 

5) a control device. usually an arapllfler and drive mechanism; 
in many oftsea energy converters can replace these. 

In missile guidance systems, the object of control Is the missile 
Itself. The position of the longitudinal axis of the missile. Its 
center of gravity relative to some given trajectory or any character¬ 
istic of its motion can be used as the output parameter. 

The measuring devices for various systems are: gyroscopic systems, 
which fix the position of the axes of the missile; inertial devices, 
which measure the transverse acceleration of the center of gravity 
of the missile; ground radar systems, which determine the position of 
the missile in space; homing systems, etc. 

Computers are usually vised as the sensitive element, in which the 
error signal is formed. In these a control command can be formulated 
s Imul t ane ovis ly. 

The control elements are steering devices for the rudder drives 
and air and gas rudders. 

The amplifier part of the control system In some cases Is replaced 
by a command converter and a radio line for command transmission. 

All missile guidance systems can be divided into three classes: 
Internal control, remote control and homing, 

i ,-, 

STOP HER{ ” ~~ TtO?~HERE " ^ 



V/ksr LINE Of !2 v the Basic Characterlitlcs of Q\ildancft Ssntema 

Properties of guidance systemi^ . The requirements placed before 
l^dance systems result from tactical missions assigned to one or 
another type of weapon which can be guided. 

These requirements are highly diverse and encompass technical, 
tactical and exploltatlonal characteristics of the Individual elements 
of the system, as well as the system as a whole. 

The group of pertaining to continuous control processes 

Includes requirements for stability and accuracy of operation. 

The choice of mlsslle-guldance parameters (the formulation of 
a system) comes down, chiefly, to determining the most rational charac¬ 
teristics of stabilization elements and devices for command generation, 
ensvirlng the maximum accuracy of operation of the system. 

This task is extremely difficult and can be performed only within 
limits. One of the basic difficulties Is the diversity and Inconstancy 
of Input disturbances acting on the guidance system. For exaiQ)le, In 
the case of linear target motion, certain parameters for the homing 
system must be chosen, and udien the target Is maneuvering, other 
pareuneters must be chosen. 

In addition, the quality of target Information affects the choice 
of parameters. When target Information Is received (for exaiq)le, 
from a radar station), a spurious signal of fluctuating noise enters 
the conputer simultaneously with the signals corresponding to the 
coordinates of the target. This noise Is caused by reflection of radio 

- - - -5 

slgnaj.s from the target and the presence of Inherent noise In the 

xecelfer. Fluctuating noise, which Is a random process with variable 

sign ^Flg. ^), causes error In determining the target coordinates-* 
r ..* I 5-1 

lf3.iwtaiwtliME error. _,_o _ , 
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tFiksr of the sjBtem itust be chosen according to the 

jspe^tral composition and the amplitude of the fluctiiatlng noise. 

! i 

; Besides the effects dvie to th^ nature of Input disturbances« whep 

i ' 

jdeslgnlng a guidance system It Is ^cessary to talce Into consideration 
|the variation of parameters of the system with respect to time. The 
automatic control systems widely tuiied In technology usually have more 

or less stable parameters; missile'guidance systems have parameters 

! ! 

jwhich sometimes v^y within wide limits. The variation of parameters 

f/RST Lil'lt (.Jt llJll: 

In this case is due to the fact th^t the characteristics of the missile 
(which is the object to be c(»xtrolled) are functions of velocity, the 
density of the atmosphere, the degree of fuel burn-i^ and the change 
jin the thrust of the engine. 

These properties of missile guidance systems complicate consider¬ 
ably the calculation of the accuracy of its operation, but owing to 
the development of computers, these calculations have become fully 
realizable. 

In addition, there exist siiiQ)llfied methods for calculating the 
basic parameters of the system; fep example, calculation by using 
frequency characteristics . 

TOie concept of the frequency characteristic. The frequency 
characteristics of an element or an entire system pertain to a set of 
two characteristics: the amplitude-frequency characteristic and the 
phase-frequency characteristic. 

The freqxiency characteristics allow the degree of stability of a 
guidance system to be evaluated an(|i the nature of the motion of a 
Ulsslie in the presence of various disti^bances to be determined. 

- 3 . 3 - - , 

I-Jn order to determine the frecjiuency characteristics experimentally, 

[arBind-ware signal of determliied Sitmtemaoj is fM into the 

L_ Jl_ ll _ 0 _ j 
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por example j the signal can be a voltage U^. The stgna}. 
^out output of the device lii^ measiiredj It has the shape and 

freqiiency of the input signalj but a different amplitude and is shifted 
with respect to time (Pig. 4). 

The ratio of output and input anplitudes gives the amplitude 

*ln 

characteristic of the system for a given frequency. 

JSince in an element (system) to be studied there az*e Inertial 
elements 4 the characteristic points of the sine-umve signal to it 

F.'ps? ;'.vf c; 

Will be shifted with respect to time, and in angular measure it is 


called a phase shift A^. Transition from time to angular measure is 


made by the formula 



where T is the period of one sine-wave oscillation; and At the magni¬ 
tude of the time shift. 


The magnitude of the phase shift determines the phase character¬ 
istic of the device for a given frequency. 

If the period of the sine-wave oscillation is changed (the 
frequency is the reciprocal of the period), we obtain different 
amplitude and phase ratios. 

By arranging a sufficient number of these measurements for a 
series of frequencies, we can construct cwves, one of which shows the 
dependence of tie amplitude ratio upon frequency J[, and the other shows 
the dependence of the phase shift upon frequency f. These are the 
ai^lltude-frequency and phase-frequency characteristics (Plg. 5). 

_ Jn practice, we do not resort to such difficult experiments to 

find the frequency characteristics. The characteristics are usvially 

calculated mathematically from a given system of equations. ^_^ 

Q. I J 
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*^FiRsi systems hav^ frequency characteristics. In 

son^ systems, an outpxxt signal of pne or another sheqpe will not corre-' 
spend to an liq>ut slne»wave signal. In particular. In missile guldancp 
systems, owing to the variability of parameters, frequency methods 
of study sometimes have limited application. 

The concept of stability of a guidance system . By stability Is 
meant the property of an automatic missile giildance system to return 
the missile to steady-state motion (for example, to a given trajectory) 
after the effect o^ disturljijig fca*<^es has stopped. 

The stability of a missile Is characterized by oscillations of Its 
center of gravity relative to a given trajectory (Plg. 6) or by oscil¬ 
lations of the axes of the missile relative to Its center of gravity. 

Besides the concept of the stability of a guidance system, there 
exists also the concept of stability margins . This characteristic 
gives quantitative representations of the possibilities of a guidance 
system and determines the allowable limits of deviation of the basic 
parameters of the sje tern from ncrmal. Calculation of stability margins 
Is necessary, for exangjle, when determining tolerances for adjusting 
on-board and ground equipment. 

There are several methods for calculating the stability and stabil¬ 
ity margins of a guidance system. 

One of the most widely used and most graphic methods Is that of 
determining stability and the stability margin by the frequency charac¬ 
teristics. Let us examine the frequency characteristic of an automatic 
contorpl system, l.e., a system with an open feedback loop (Pig. 7). 

;^ce the system has Inertial elements, the phase shift between 
iQput and output signals increases with an Increase In the ^equency 

of idxP signal swelled. At sons the piiase shift caa 
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^ this case the output Qlgnal has the opposite sign of the 
^nput signal. If In this case Its aiaplltude Is equal to or greater 
thah the aiqplltude of the Input slj^al, the system will be unstable 
with a closed feedback loop. If, with a phase shift of 180*, the 
output signal Is lower In amplitude than the Input signal, the system 
will bd stable. 

Thus there exist certain critical values for the phase-frequency 
and aiq;>lltude-freqviency characteristics the exceeding of vdilch destroys 
the stability of ^the s^iemi.' 

The phase stability margin is determined by the frequency fi at 
which the anqplltude of the output signal is equal to the an 9 >lltude 

A . 

of the input signal, i.e., ■ ■ » 1; numerically It is equal to the 

deficiency of the phase shift vq> to 180®. The amplitude stability 
margin Is determined by the frequency f* at which the phase shift 
equals 180*; numerically the aiaplltude stability margin is expressed 
by the deficiency in the amplitude ratio up to 1. The greater their 
margins, the more stable the system. 

The frequency characteristics shown In Pig. J are typical for a 
guidance system which is stable When closed. 

Determining the reaction of a guidance system to various disturb¬ 
ances . In order to determine the dispersion characteristic of 
giilded missiles, it Is necessary to know how the guidance system will 
behave In the presence of various Input disturbances, I.e., various 
fluctuating slipials, target maneuvers, giists of wind, etc. 

“ In order to adjust and control on-board and ground equipment. It 
is necessary to know how one or another element of the system reacts 

ftandard Input signal. These problems are usually solved ^y 

hnlas'tlie oluraot^rimti^f •. i-1 
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Kirs 7 standard signals can be represented as the sum of slne- 

|wav^ signals. They are expanded by the Fotzrler method. By knowing 

' i 

the!frequency characteristic of thb system. It is possible to find the 
jreactlon of the system to each slnb-wave signal separately. Having 
added all signals received at the eutput, we find the resultant action 
of a standard Input signal. Thus we can find, for example, the action 
of the system on a brief sqxiare puXse (Fig. 8 ). 

By knowing the action of a gu:j.dance system upon this pulse signal, 

f'RsT UNI. c>r ma 

we cein determine the reaction of the system upon a signal of any shape. 
Including those which cannot be represented as the sum of sine-waves. 

|For this, a pulse, rather than a sine-wave signal. Is used as the 
ielementary signal; the reaction on the pulse has already been determined. 
The Input signal Is not represented as a series of square pulses, as 
shown In Fig. 9 . Havlig fo\znd the action on each Individual pulse 
taking Into account the moment of Its transmission and having added 
all output elementary signals, we find the total action on the input 
signal. 

From the frequency characterli^tlcs we can also determine the 
behavior of the system under the Influence of random fluctuating 
signals. For this It Is necessary to find beforehand the frequency 
composition of these signals, by expanding them Into a Fourier series. 

The Inverse problem can also be solved: the frequency character¬ 
istic of the system can be foimd from knovm Input and output signals. 

5 Guidance Syste^m Errors 

-The effectiveness of guided missiles depends upon the degr«te of 

ji^elr ^dispersion from errors In thej guidance system. . 

j-ftm o«gnp*«t «f p«raHiti|rm and syptaai elMtnbs iMis tb*- 1 
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^ guidance. 

Three groups of errors are characteristic of automatic control 
sys^emat 

1) Instrument errors; 

2 ) dynamic errors; 

3 ) fluctuating errors. 

Instrument errors are caused by Inaccuracy In adjustment and 
operation of elements of a system^ e.g.^ Instability of d-c amplifiers. 
Incorrect tlining fof/an^aw^.'^ 7 stem$, aerodynamic asymmetry of the 
missile, etc. 

Instrument error Is relatively constant In guidance of a single 
missile and can vary from launching to launching. Its magnitude can 
be characterized by the root-mean-square error a, which Is calculated 
as follows: 

«= y/" + *3+ • • • + *» , 


where n Is the number of experiments In which error was measured; di, 
^ 2 , ..., the errors In each concrete case. 

Another characteristic of Instrument error Is Its systematic 
value m: 


m 


_*1 -f >1 + • * • + >» 


where 6 i,, 62 , ..., 6 ^^ are errors, tdclng their signs Into account. 

If the systematic Instrument error Is not zero, then this means 
that there Is a constant error In the equipment. 

I^ynamlc errors result from the very operating principle of auto- 
matlC 4 control systems. In order that an actual system i>roduce a control 
^osmlatid. It Is necessary that there be a certain mismatch betweeh the 


pequlred and actual positions of the object of control. (For ej^ aaiple^ 
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Bdsslle gxiidance systems, the missile must he somewhat 
off the required trajectory In order for a command to be generated.) 
Therefore, even In systems without Instrument errorsj there will exist 
a certain error due to the dynamics of control. The more abrvqptly the 
Input disturbances vary (e,g,, target maneuvers, gusts of wind, etc.), 
the greater this error will be. 

Pluctuatln|g errors arise as a result of the action of fluctuating 
dlstxirbances on the system (see Fig. 3) • 

Owing to the change In sign pf this error, the system begins to 
cause the missile to oscillate, which leculs to additional guidance 
errors (Fig. lO) . A fluctuating error can also be characterized by 
its root-mean-square value 

rms 

The fluctuating and dynamic errors can be calculated when the 
parameters of the system and the disturbances acting on It are known. 

4. The Concept of Controlling Forces Acting on a Missile 

Generating the lift force of the: missile . In order to change 
the direction of a missile, a force perpendicular to the direction of 
motion muist be Inqparted to it, i.e., perpendicular to the velocity 
vector. This Is called the lift force . 

The controlablllty of a missile is characterized by the lift 
force applied to Its mass. According to Newton's second law, this 
force Is equal to normal acceleration of the missile. 

Acceleration, as Is well-known. Is an Increment In velocity per 
unit Normal acceleration Is acceleration perpendicular to the 

direction of motion of the missilej It does net change the velocity, 
but oi^y changes Its direction. T^us the greater the normal accelera¬ 
tion,. ithe greater the possibility chai^glng the dlractlen of rnismilf 

L _a_I__0_j 
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other words^ the greater Its maneuyerahlllty. 

The reqiilrements for nanevnrerfibillty of a missile can vary accord¬ 
ing; to the type of missile. 

For examplej In horizontal flight relative to the earth*s surface, 
the lift force must be equal to thd weight of the missile and be 
directed vertically upward. Wien the missile Is In a ballistic trajec¬ 
tory, lift force Is completely absent. 

The most coi^llcated type of ijiotlon for guided missiles Is motion 

HR',' l::\r ■' r i 'Ll 

In a trajectory of arbitrary curvature. In this regard, missile 
guidance to a moving target or from a moving object (e.g., aJr-to-alr, 
air-to-ground, etc. type missiles) Is characteristic. In this case 
the lift force must be In the direction In Wilch the missile Is to 
move. If the normal acceleration considerably exceeds the acceleration 
id\ie to gravity, then the direction of the lift force will almost coin¬ 
cide with the plane of the maneuver. 

Depending upon the conditions of use of a missile, either aerody¬ 
namic or gasdynamlc means can be used for creating the lift force. 

When the flight of the missile Is beyond the earth*s atmosphere. It 
Is obvious that only gasdynamlc means can be used. When the fll^t 
Is In the dense layers of the atmosphere, the lift force can be created 
by aerodynamic forces. 

It should be noted that Wien the engine Is operating, the total 
lift force can be made up of two fqrcest aerodynamic and gasdyneunlc. 
The share of the gasdynamlc force Increases with an Increase In altl- 
tude dr with a decrease In flight epeed. 

- 4 

]^t us refer to Fig. 11 In or^r to explain the mechanism of the 
formation of the lift force. In Fig. 11, the longitudinal axis . Z of 
jehpnidUislle fcaem with the dlreetldn of veloei^ vector T a I 
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Is called the angle of attack . In this airframe diagram, 
the aerodynamic surfaces of the wing coincide with the axis of the 
missile, therefore, the angle of attack of the wing is the same as the 
angle of attack of the fuselage. Lift is created only vdien this angle 
is present. 

The formation of aerodynamic lift is. In addition, connected with 
dynamic pressure the magnitude of which is directly proportional to 
the density of the atmosphere and the square of the velocity of the 
missile. If the s^le of attack of the wing is zero, the plane of the 
wing is flown past by an air stream symmetrically and there is no lift 
force. If, as shown in Fig. lib, there is an angle of attack, then 
the symmetry is destroyed and a lift force appears. 

Oasdynamlc lift is created when the direction of thrust of the 
engine does not coincide with the direction of velocity; in this case 
the lift force forms with the velocity vector a certain angle and gives 
a con 5 )onent which is perpendicular to the direction of the velocity. 

If the axis of the engine and the direction of the thrust coincide 
exactly with the axis of the missile, then this angle is equal to the 
angle of attack (Plg. 11a). If the angle of attack is not zero (Plg. 
11b), then a thrxxst con?)onent appears which is perpendicular to the 
direction of velocity, l.e., a lift force due to thrust. 

Aerodynamic diagrams of missiles . For motion in an arbitrary 
trajectory, a missile must be able to develop lift in any direction 
perpendicular to the direction of its flight. 

^hls condition can be fvilfllled in two basic schemes of position¬ 
ing aerodynamic planes: by luslng a single wing or two mutvially ^erpen- 

“— ■ 3 

diculy aerodynamic surfaces (Fig.> 12a and b). 

I-1 I ’ I 
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, alreraft-type plan Is characteristic of aircraft missiles. 

For antiaircraft missiles of the Nike or Oerlikon tTpe, or V-2 type 
ballistic missiles 4 the -second plan is characteristics. 

But such an arrangement is not obligatory. For example^ the 
American Bomark antiaircraft missile uses the airplane aerodynamic 
plan. 

The principal feature of the first plan is the fact that lift can 
be obtained only in a direction perpendicular to the plane of the wing. 
The sign of the force varies depending i^on the sign of the angle of 
attack (Fig. 13). 

The second plan allows lift to be obtained in any direction, 
depending upon the combination of angles of attack* in the control 
surfaces. 

For example, if the angle of attack varies only in one plane, then 
the lift is formed in a direction perpendicular to it (Plg. I2a). If 
equal angles of attack are formed simultaneously in both planes, then 
by vector addition of the forces, the total lift will be directed at 
£Ui angle of 45" to the planes (Fig. l4b). Correspondingly, it is 
possible to combine the angles of attack; in this case the direction 
and magnitude of the total lift force (force vector) will be changed. 

The possible positions of the ends of force vectors in a plane perpen¬ 
dicular to the velocity will be found not on a straight line, but in 
the region bounded by the square (Fig. l4c). 

In guidance according to the first plan, for correct spatial 

f The angle in the vertical plane is called the angle of at,tack, 
in the horizontal plane it is called the slip angle. However, for 
symmel^lcal two-plane plans this is not always acceptable, slnce'^ it 
ja nofe at all necessary that one plane be vertical and the othei^ 
horizontal. Therefore, we shall use the angle of attack for any case. 

^- 1 - 1 -!, 
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the lift vector It Is necessary to turn the missile 
about Its longitudinal axis so that the plane of the wing Is banked In 
the direction of the maneuver to be accoaQ>llshed. This maneuver Is 
accomplished simultaneously with the bank. 

Thus a spatial maneuver Is accomplished, as In ordinary airplanes, 
by the simultaneous formation of an angle of attack for creating the 
required lift force and bank, urtilch ensures the required direction of 
this force. 

Accordingly, conputers. Independent of their position, must gener¬ 
ate two commands: one for banking the missile, and the other for 
forming an angle of attack. 

Missile guidance In the case of a two-plane aerodynamic plan Is 
accon^)llshed In another way. Inasmuch as It Is possible for the missile 
to create a lift force In any direction. It Is not necessary to bank 
the missile beforehand, Hie direction and magnitude of the lift force 
are provided In this case by the appropriate combination of angles of 
attack In both control surfaces. In this case the computer of the 
system must generate two commands for the two symmetrical control 
surfaces. 

It shovild be noted that the requirements for maneuverability in 
many respects determine the design of a missile. 

Highly maneuverable missiles, which have a great margin of aero¬ 
dynamic force, have relatively large wings. 

But It should be mentioned that In general that the wings of 
supersonic missiles are considerably smaller than those of ordinary 
alrplwes. This Is due to dynamic pressure, which Increases In propor¬ 
tion-bo the square of the velocity of the missile. Therefore, If the 
WlMlI^ of the xUsllo Is twleo the veloelty of an airplane, tlijen Iti 
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‘Win about four times smaller to obtain the same lift 

forbe. 

In ballistic missiles^ the trajectory of vAiich is close to ballis¬ 
tic and, therefore, does not require high maneuverability, the wing 
sv«rfaces are either very small or nonexistent. 

In the latter case the lift force is created by the f\iselage of 
the missile or by the thrust of the engine. 

Controlling the lift force . The lift is determined by the angle 
of attack. Thus control of the lift force comes down to creating the 
necessary angle of attack. 

Let \as see how this control is accon 5 >llshed. First of all, it is 
necessary to create moments which will take the missile out of a state 
of dynamic equlllbrltua when the angle of attack is zero. 

Missiles are usually designed so that their flights are stable 
even without stabilizing apparatus, and any deviation of the angle of 
attack from the zero position generates a moment which stops this 
deviation. As a result, the missile flies stably, continuously orient¬ 
ing its longitudinal axis in the direction of the velocity vector, A 
necessary condition for such stable motion is placing the center of 
application of aerodynamic force of the missile behind (with respect 
to the direction of flight) the center of gravity. An ordinary feathered 
arrowwhich flies stably with its point forward answers this condition. 

If an arrow is made without a point or feathers, it will fly unstably 
when shot frcmi a bow. 

A mechanical analog of a stable missile can be represented as a 
rod sipported at the center of gravity and held by springs from both 
aides 2 (Fig. 15 )» If a force is applied to the end of the rod and we 
jittSii^t to talas the rod out of equilibrium, this will give rise ’to an I 
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Action froon. the spring. After the force on the rod ceases, 

It again takes the Initial position. 

Missile guidance by \islng an aerodynamic rudder Is seen as follows. 
When the rudder turns« a small aerodynamic lift force Is created on It 
perpendicular to the direction of motion. The lift force of the rudder 
Is created In the same way as the lift force of the wing: when the 
plane of the rudder Is parallel to the air stream, there Is no lift; 

If an angle of attack Is created, then there Is an aerodynamic force 
perpendicular to the direction of motion of the missile (Fig. 16). 

Since rudders are placed on one end of a missile, l.e., far from the 
center of gravity, a large aerodynamic moment, eqtial to the product of 
the force and the arm, arises relative to this center of gravity. 

Iftider the Influence of the aerodynamic force, the missile begins to 
tvirn about the center of gravity until there Is no angle of attack. 

In which the moment of the elastic aerodynamic force of the wing 
condensates the moment from the rudder. 

There are two basic plans for rudder positioning: the "canard" 
configuration and the normal tall plan. Thus a missile can be ccodared 
to a lever of either the first or second kind from the fulcrum to Its 
center of gravity. 

Mechanical analogs of both these plans are shown In Fig. 17a and b. 

Since the force arm Ip Is much greater than the arm of the aero- 
djmanlo lift force force from the aide of the rudder Yj, must be as 
many times less than the lift fcrce of the wing Yj^. 

Characteristics of gasdynamlc gvildance. Gasdynamlc gvildance Is 
the creation of the required lift force for controlling a missile by 
using a Jet engine. 

I -dasdynamio oontrol takes cm ]^lnelpal importance at high altitikb^s 
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Mhen aerodynamic forces are either small or nonexistent. 

The first result of the absence of aerodynamic forces Is loss of 
the natural balance of the missile. 

In principle 4 stabilization of a missile In space can be accom¬ 
plished In two ways. 

The first method consists of power gyrostablllzatlon, the essence 
of which Is the following. A heavy, high rpm gyroscope Is Installed 
In the missile. The axis of the flywheel Is connected to the body of 
the missile and prevents Its turning. This system Is cumbersome and 
heavy, but It can be \ised. 

The second method of stabilization is by using gas rudders. When 
the fuselage of the missile deviates from a given direction, sensitive 
elements record this deviation amid an automatic control system vising 
gas rudders turns the missile to the required position. The operating 
principle of gas rudders Is analogous to that of aerodynamic rudders. 

The difference lies in the design, A gas rudder Is made of heat resis¬ 
tant materials and Is placed in a gas Jet, which, flowing past the 
rvidder, acts on It as would ai air stream (Pig. 18). As a result, 
a gasdynamlc lift force and a corresponding moment which turns the 
housing relative to the center of gravity are created on the rudder. 

The lift fbrce required to change the direction of motion when 
the axis of the engine Is fixed relative to the fuselage of the missile 
Is formed by turning of the entire body by gas rudders. 

Inasmuch as It Is assumed that the axis of the engine and, 
correspondingly, the direction of the thrvist In this case pass through 
the center of gravity of the missile, then only a lift force will be 
created viien the body turns^ and there will be no moment relative to 
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CHAPTER 2 


PLIGHT STABILIZATION OP A MISSILE 
1. The Principles of Stabilization 

For normal operation of a guidance system. It Is necessary that a 
guided missile possess a number of properties which will ensure stabil¬ 
ity of Its flight characteristics. These properties are the following. 

1. A missile must have a definite flight stability. 

2. The ajces of the missile must have a definite orientation In 
space. 

5. The parameters of the missile (lift force, turning speed of 
Its axes, etc.) must remain constant when the commands are the same. 

In the previous chapter It was noted that a missile us\ially pos¬ 
sesses an Inherent flight stability. This means that If any forces 
take It out of dynamic equilibrium, after they cease to act It will re¬ 
turn to stable flight. 

However, Inherent stability can be Insufficient, and then the mis¬ 
sile must be equipped with stabilizers which act on the rudders and 
which oppose the action of oscillations of the missile and stabilize 
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Besides this stabilization^ which protects the missile from harm¬ 
ful oscillations^ there must also be on the missile a device which en¬ 
sures a stable mean position of Its axes. The absence of such stabi¬ 
lization In autonomous guidance systems can make guidance of the mis¬ 
sile Impossible. In command methods of guidancej even If the missile 
Is continuously controlled from the ground, the absence of a; definite 
orientation of the transverse axes can lead to Incorrect execution of 
commands, i.e., to disturbance of the functioning of the guidance sys¬ 
tem. 

Special flight stabilizing apparatus is Installed In a missile. 

In order to ensure stable flight. 

Let us examine the widely used methods of flight stabilization 
using gyroscopic instruments. 

2. FLIGHT STABILIZATION USING GYROSCOPIC INSTRUMENTS 

The concept of gyroscopes . Everyone has had an opportxmlty to 
observe an ordinary top. Its fundamental property Is the ability to 
hold Its axis of turning fixed In space. 

This property of a top Is used In the so-called three-degree or 
position gyroscope. 

Note that only Ideal gyroscopes can hold the position of their 
axis absolutely fixed In space. Real gyroscopes have the property of 
precession . In other words, a drifting of the axis. The quality of a 
gyroscopic system Is chiefly determined by the magnitude of its drift 
with respect to time. 

Let us consider another property of a top. We attempt to push a 
spinning top, and we discover that It starts to deviate not In the 
|dii«e^l(m of the Imparted force, Init In a direction perpendloula^Mt^ 
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it. This property of the direction of precession is used in the second 
basic type of gyroscopes the two-degree or damping gyroscope. 

Stabilization of the axes of a missile by using a three-degree 
gyroscope . When the missile turns, in order to keep the position of 
the fiucis of turning of the gyroscope fixed in space (this axis is called 
the principal axis), the gyroscope is mounted in a special gimbal, the 
operation of which is explained in Pig. 19. The rotor of the gyroscope 
turns in the inner frame about the OX axis of the glmbal. The inner 
frame turns freely in the outer frame about the OY axis, and, finally, 
the outer frame turns relative to the body of the missile. A three- 
degree-of-freedom support allows the gyroscope to preserve its position 
in space With any turnings of the missile. 

In fact, if the missile turns relative to the OZ axis, the inner 
frame remains fixed relative to the OZ axis. The same thing happens 
with the inner frame, if the missile turns relative to the OY axis. 

If the turning is relative to the OX axis, the gyroscope will not de¬ 
tect this turning. Inasmuch as it Itself turns relative to this axis 
with a high angular velocity, and an insignificant turning of its bear¬ 
ings is in no way reflected in the operation of the gyroscope. 

This gyroscope support makes it completely fixed relative to the 
missile, and, therefore, in such a system the gyroscope is called free . 

For the location of axes shown in Pig. 19, the gyroscope can 
measure turning of the missile relative to the OZ and OY axes. The 
angle of turning of the missile is measured by a special potentiometer, 
which is rigidly connected to the body of the missile, and its slide 
is rigidly connected to the turning axis of the gyroscope frame. (Plg. 
19 shows a potentiometer which measures the turning of the missile 
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Any turning of the body of the missile about the OZ axis corre¬ 
sponds to turning of the potentiometer slide relative to a conditional 
zero, owing to which the voltage Up from the potentiometer varies in 
proportion to the angle of turning of the missile relative to some set 
position. The same thing happens if the potentiometer slide is con¬ 
nected to the OY axiSj except that in this case the turning of the 
rocket relative to the OY axis is measured. 

The measured value of the signal, proportional to the turning 
angle of the missile relative to the required position, is fed through 
amplifiers to the rudder devices. By acting on them this signal forces 
the missile to return to the original position. 

Thus this three-degree-of-freedom gyroscope can measure the angle 
of turning of the missile relative to fixed axes of space and a stabi¬ 
lizer of its axes. 

Stabilization of the speed of turning of a missile by using a two- 
degree-of-freedom gyroscope . Now let us examine the use of a gyroscope 
as a measurer-stabilizer of the turning speed of the axis of a missile. 

The need for such measurers arises when the rate of turning of the 
missile must be strictly fixed or when its flight must be stabilized. 

The problems in both cases are sufficiently compatible, and a 
gyroscope, which is a stabilizer of the angular velocity can be a de¬ 
vice for stabilizing the missile at the same time. For this, a two- 
degree or velocity gyroscope is used. 

As distinguished from a three-degree, free gyroscope, a two-degree 
gyroscope has only one frame in the glrabal (Plg. 20) . 

We have already spoken of the property of precession of a top. 
Precession is also a property of gyroscopes: if an external pertvirbing 
jiBcawn^ is applied, the gyroaoope begins to tium on another plane|,..aad^ 
con v e r sel y, -±f with a i^ij^l-la---turii^^i||l5l|]^ the- QZ %xiSi' 





as shown In 71g. 20« then a moment which Is perpendicular to the plane 
of rotation acts on the gyroscope, l.e., about the OY £ucls. 

If this moment Is Inhibited by a spring, the potentiometer slide 
will be deflected by an angle which Is proportional to the angular 
velocity relative to the OZ axis. 

Thus the voltage Up read from the potentiometer will be proportional 
to the angular velocity of the missile. 

If some command Is sent to the rudder device, the missile will 
turn with a definite angular velocity. Inasmuch as Its flight regime 
can vary substantially for the reasons examined above, then various 
angular velocities can result from the same command. 

The measurer of angular velocity eliminates this to a considerable 
extent. 

The output signal from the velocity gyroscope goes through a feed¬ 
back loop to an amplifier and Is compared with the command signal. As 
a result, a signal for the mismatch between the given command and the 
velocity of rotation Is generated. When the system has a high Q-factor, 
owing to the presence of amplifiers, even when the error signal Is weak, 
the required turning speed of the missile, proportional to the given 
command. Is established. 

Thus, by using automatic control methods, an accurate agreement 
between the angular velocity and the given command Is ensured. 

A velocity gyroscope can also ensure the required flight stability. 
In this case the velocity gyroscope Is a correlating element of an auto¬ 
matic control system which stabilizes a missile relative to center of 
gravity. If there Is no stabilization, the missile can oscillate about 
Its center of gravity. With these oscillations, the angular velocity 

jbaeo B M S highest wlMn the missile passes through the zero posltlcin^^#^n 
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the angle of attack. Passing through this neutral position, the missile, 
because of Inertia, will be deflected in the other direction, despite 
the fact that when flying in an air stream natural daunplng is created 
due to the resistance of the external medium which is proportional to 
the angular velocity of the missile, this damping can be Insufficient 
and the amplitude of the oscillations can exceed the allowable values. 

In this case g-forces which are dangerous to the structure of the mis¬ 
sile arise, the operation of all on-board apparatus is complicated and 
the flight can be disrupted due to excessively large angles of attack. 

In order to avoid this, as indicated in Chapter 1, artificial damping 
must be Introduced by feeding into the control channel a preventive, 
braking command. This command, the magnitude of which is proportional 
to the turning speed of the missile axis, is generated by the velocity 
gyroscope. 



Pig. 19. Diagram of three-degree- 
of-freedom gyroscope: 1—rotor; 
2~inner frame of glmbal; 5—outer 
frame of glmbal; 4—measuring axis; 
5—measuring potentiometer; o—body 
of missile. 



Fig. 20. Diagram of a two-degree 
gyroscope: 1—rotor; 2—poten¬ 
tiometer; 5—spring; 4—direc¬ 
tion of turning of missile; 5— 
momentum of gyroscope M .. 
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Chapter 3 

INTERNAL GUIDANCE SYSTEMS 
1. Definition of Internal Guidance Systems 

In Internal guidance systems the on-board apparatus generates 
control commands In accordance with a previously assigned program 
for the law of motion. 

This law can be motion with a constant course or motion at some 
angle above the horizon. 

Internal systems can control the altitude, speed, etc. of the 
flight. 

Astronavlgatlon systems are also Internal systems. The distin¬ 
guishing feature of these Is the possibility of continuous automatic 
adjustment of the location of missile with respect to stars by using 
on-board optical means; this allows the program of Its motion to be 
corrected. 

Internal systems, because of their tactical and technical charac 
terlstlcs, can be used only In surface-to-surface (shlp-to-groundj 
missiles, and sometimes in air-to-ground missiles. This limitation 
Is unavoidable, since an internal guidance system acts according to 
!a previously developed program, which cannot take Into account the 
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possible variations of target motion; these types of guided missiles 
are designed chiefly for stationary targets. 

Internal systems can be used for guidance of ballistic missiles 
and missiles with an aerodynamic configuration. In the first case 
guidance Is accomplished In the Initial phase, and In the second case, 
during the entire flight of the missile up to the point of Impact. 

2. INTERNAL GUIDANCE SYSTEMS FOR "V-2" TYPE BALLISTIC MISSILES 

General Principles of Fire Control 

Let us examine one possible version of a balllstlc-mlsslle guid¬ 
ance system. 

Before firing, a ballistic missile Is set up vertically on a 
launching pad with strict maintenance of orientation of Its axes 
relative to the covintrles of the world. Then, taking all corrections 
Into account, the firing plane of the missile Is set up (Fig. 21). 

For reasons which will be mentioned below, the preliminary direction 
of the flight plane of the missile will differ somewhat from the 
direction to the target. 

After vertical launching and declination at a given altitude, the 
missile Is put on course. With any deviation of the missile from a 
given course, the three-degree gyroscope gives out an error signal. A 
rudder command Is generated by the guidance system which Is maintained 
until the missile Is back on course. 

However, \inder the Influence of various external disturbances 
(wind, aerodynamic asymmetry of the missile, etc.), parallel drift of 
the missile Is possible. Inasmuch as In this case the axis of the 
missile will maintain the required direction, the error signal from 
oourae gyroscope will be aero, ; since gyroscopic ^srstons resci; oi^y 
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order to keep the mlsalle in the firing plane, on-board devices are 
used which measure these linear deflections; the guidance system 
reduces them to zero and thus the missile is kept in a given plane 
of fire. 

Now let us see how firing range is controlled. 

After declination, the missile continues to fly at a constant 
angle above the horizon, close to 45° (Pig. 21) . This trajectory is 
maintained in the vertical plane by using a special measuring device 
which determines the declination of the axis in the pitch (vertical) 
plane from the required direction. This device operates in the same 
way as the course control device. 

According to the error signal received, a command is generated 
which acts on the rudders, causing the missile to keep on a straight 
line lying in the vertical plane at an angle of about 45° above the 
horizon. 

But the range of a missile is not determined by this angle alone. 
It is also necessary that the missile have a definite velocity at a 
given point in the trajectory (at the instant of engine cutoff) . For 
this the engine must have strictly fixed thrust, which also allows a 
fully determined programed velocity to be obtained at each point in 
the trajectory. 

Inasmuch as, at a given angle of firing, the range is chiefly 
determined by the velocity of the missile, the range is controlled 
by an Internal system for measuring the velocity, which continuously 
detemlnes the velocity of the missile by using a special measuring 
device. 

At the moment the given velocity is reached, the engine is cut 

its operation ceases Inr^tantly. The device for cuttlsfr-off 
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the engine Is also one of the Instruments of automatic guidance of a 
ballistic missile. 

After the engine Is shut off, the missile continues to fly In a 
ballistic trajectory, subjected only to the forces of gravity and 
air resistance (In the lower layers of the atomsphere) . 

Besides the devices which control the course and range, there 
Is also a device for automatic stabilization of the banking of the 
missile. 

Axis Stabilization and Control of Declination 

The fundamental system for stabilization of course, pitch and 
bank is a precision gyroscopic system. The principles of stabilizing 
missile axes were examined In Chapter 2. 

Pitch control Is accomplished by using a program device. 

The voltage from the gyroscope potentiometers, which measures 
the angle of pitch, corresponds to the angle between the plane of the 
horizon and the longitudinal axis of the missile. This voltage Is 
fed to a computer, where It Is compared with the voltage from the 
program device. 

When these voltages do not match, an error signal Is generated 
and a pitch command Is formulated which forces the axis of the missile 
to take the required position. Thus the axis of the missile follows 
the program signal. 

There can be other solutions for the program declination of the 
missile. For example. In the German V-2 rocket, declination was 
accomplished by program turning of the potentiometer stator, which 
was moiuited on the body of the rocket. Striving to keep near zero, 
the potentiometer slide, which Is connected to the pitch gyroscope, 
1i!h» missile folloirs the turning of the potentlcsoeter. 




The lateral-correction ayatem . Measurement of lateral drift In 


a lateral-correction system is accomplished by a pickup-measurer of 
lateral acceleration. 

The simplest layout of a pickup-measurer of acceleration (acceler¬ 
ometer) is shown in the block diagram of the course control (Pig. 22). 
An inertial body (b), which can move along the directrices (c), is 
mounted on springs (a) in a special housing. The deviation of this 
body from the neutral position is proportional to the acceleration 
acting along the directrices, and is measured by potnetlometer (d) . 

By knowing the acceleration at each time Instant, it is possible to 
find the velocity by adding the accelerations. 

Then there is successive summation of the velocities, which makes 
It possible to measure the transverse linear displacement of the 
missile. These operations are performed by Integrators . 

An Integrator is a device which continuously calculates the sum 
of very small increments. This operation can be performed by any 
covuiter (watt-hour meter, gas meter, water meter, odometer, etc.) . 

For example, an odometer turns at a rate which is directly propor¬ 
tional to the speed of the automobile. When the speed of the auto¬ 
mobile changes, there is a corresponding change in the turning rate 
of the odometer. Thus an odometer keeps a running count of the dis¬ 
tance covered. 

The counter-integrators in the computers of missile guidance 
systems operate similarly. If, for example, a varying voltage U is 
fed to an electric motor and the speed of the motor varies in strict 
proportion to this voltage, then the number of revolutions measured 
by a counter connected to the axle of an electric motor will be the 

result of the continuous suBaaation i or integration of the izqmt 

. ^ ' ' . 

... ^^ 55 - 





Besides these errorsj which are caused by Instrument errors In 
the guidance system, the strike accuracy Is also a function of the 
accuracy In calculating the program. 

One of the Important factors affecting the firing accuracy Is 
the earth's rotation and the deviation of the missile from the firing 
plane caused by It. 

Therefore, as was mentioned above, the Initial position of the 
firing plane must differ somewhat from the direction to the target. 

In order to explain the reason for this difference, let us 
consider the following example. 

Let us launch a missile absolutely vertically and assume that there 
Is nothing to change Its flight trajectory. Returning to earth, the 
missile does not land at the point from which It was launched. 

In order that It retiim to the launching point A (Plg. 26) , It Is 
necessary that the missile at all times maintain a radial direction 
relative to the center of the earth. Even before launching, the 
missile has a certain velocity Vq due to the earth's rotation, equal 
to the rotational velocity of point A. After leaving the earth, this 
velocity component remains vmchanged. If the missile climbs to a great 
altitude (point b) , then. In order that It not lag behind the motion 
of radius OB, It must have a horizontal velocity which Is somewhat 
greater than Vq, since the path BB' Is greater than AA'. Owing to 
this lagging behind, the missile falls to earth somewhat closer to 
the point from which It was latinched. This can be calculated mathemat¬ 
ically by using the formula for Coriolis acceleration. 

In long-range firing, the error caused by this factor can reach 
tens of kilometers. Therefore, this error must be taken Into 





Prom the output of the integrator, a signal which Is proportional 
to the linear lateral motion Is fed to the course control Instruments, 
and the missile starts to move In a direction opposite to that of the 
drift. This motion will continue until the correction Is completed, 
and the error signal eguals zero. 

Range Control and Firing Errors 

In order to ensure the required firing range. It Is necessary to 
determine accurately the mcaaent for cutting off the engine; this Is 
accomplished by a special velocity meter. 

The block diagram of this part of the system Is shown In Pig. 25. 
Velocity measurement Is made Indirectly, as the lateral displacement 
Is determined. 

The Initial parameter for finding the velocity Is the longitudinal 
acceleration of the missile, which Is determined by the accelerometer; 
by successive summation of values of acceleration, the axial velocity 
of the missile Is determined. The output signal of the velocity meter 
Is sent to the comparison unit. 

When the program velocity is reached, a command for shutting off 
the engine Is sent. 

The accuracy of range firing AX(Flg. 24) Is a function of the 
error with which the required angle of pitch (A0) is msd.ntalned at the 
moment of engine cutoff; of the error Is measuring the velocity (Av); 
of the deviation of the point at which the engine Is cut off from the 
set altitude (AH) and range (Ax). 

The lateral deviation (Az) (Plg. 25) of the missile at the 
moment of cutting off the engine Is determined by the course error 
(A^r) at the moment of shutting off ^the engine and by the parallel 
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3, Inertial Systems Of Internal Guidance 


Inertial systems of Internal guidance operate by measurement 
of the linear distances covered by the missile. 

As distinct from the Inertial pickups examined above for lateral 
correction, where these devices pick up only the error In the main 
guidance system. In Inertial systems the pickups measure the total 
distance covered by the missile. 

Let us examine the operating principle of an Inertial guidance 
system. On board a guided missile there Is a special gyro-stabilized 
platform on which the accelerometer Is mounted. The gyro-stabilized 
platform can be made In the form of an Inner framework of a three- 
degree-of-freedom glmbal (Plg. 27), which makes It fully Independent 
of the position of the body of the missile. 

Three free gyroscopes are mounted on the platform. These 
gyroscopes can measure any deviations of the platform from the 
required position and can stabilize the platform In space. 

Thus, owing to the gyroscopes, the platform Is stabilized In 
space relative to fixed axes. 

The accelerometers are mounted on the platform, therefore, they 
are stabilized In space and measure the accelerations along fixed 
axes. The accelerometer signals are sent to Integrators, where the 
linear displacement of the missile relative to fixed axes Is measured. 

As a resxilt, there Is continuous measurement of the position of 
the missile In an absolute (world) coordinate system, or, as Is some¬ 
times said, the course of the missile from the starting point Is read. 

Simultaneously, In this same coordinate system, the required 
(program) trajectory of the missile Is sent to a computer. If the 

devlatts from the required itrajeotory, this oooqputer ^ 
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an error signal which acts on the rudders of the missile, forcing 
It to return to the assigned trajectory. 

In em absolute coordinate system, the point on the earth's 
siirface which the missile must hit Is also moving, due to the earth's 
rotation. Therefore, to calculate the position of this point relative 
to fixed axes. It Is necessary to Introduce the correct time Into 
the computer, which Is given by a special on-board timing device. 

In practice. It Is more advantageous to calculate the distance 
covered by the missile not In a fixed, absolute coordinate system, 
but In the plane of the horizon (l.e.. In the plane tangent to the 
earth's surface at the point where the missile Is located) . For this 
purpose. It Is possible to correct continuously the position of the 
gyro-stabilized platform so that it Is constantly parallel to this 
plane. If in this case the missile maintains a constant altitude 
by means of an Internal guidance system, then the course can be read 
by using two accelerometers. 

Such, In general form. Is the operating principle of an inertial 
system. The most difficult problem for Inertial systems Is providing 
accurate operation of the gyro-stabilized platform and the accelero¬ 
meters. Errors In gyro-stabilization lead, in the final analysis, 
to shifting of the firing plane of the missile, and the systematic 
Instrumental error In the accelerometer as a result of the storage 
effect In the Integrator is the greatest so\irce of error In reading 
the cotirse. 


Besides these systems of Internal g^lldance, there are a number 
of other Internal guidance system which are not examined In this 
book. 
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Fig. 21. Trajectory of a ballistic missile; 
a) vertical phase of flight; b ) declination 
phase; c ) engine-cutoff point; d ) ballistic 
trajectory. 



Pig. 22. Block diagram of course control: 

1 T lateral-acceleration pickup; 2 and 3 ) 
integrators; 4 ) gyroscopic device; 

5 ) command-formation xmit; 6 ) rudder drive; 
7 ) rudder. 
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Pig. 25. Block diagram of engine-cutoff device: 
1 T axial-acceleration pickup; 2 ) integrator- 
determiner of velocity; 5 ) comparison unit; 

4 ) engine-cutoff control. 
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Jig. 24. The components of range error: 

1 n calculated point of engine cutoffj 

2 ) actual point of engine cutoff; 

3 ) guidance phase; 4 J ballistic tra¬ 
jectory phase; X, H, 0, V are the calcu¬ 
lated values of the range^ altitude^ de¬ 
flection angle and the velocity at the 
moment of engine cutoff; Ax, AH, A0, Av 
are the errors In range, altitude, de¬ 
flection angle and velocity at the actual 
point of engine cutoff; and AX is the over¬ 
all range error. 




calculated firing plane 


Pig. 25. The components of course error: 

Al is the lateral deviation of the point 
of engine cutoff from the calculated firing 
pleme; iap the deviation of the velocity 
vector at the moment of engine cutoff; and 
AZ the over-all lateral firing error. 
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Chapter 4 


COMMAND METHODS OP GUIDANCE 
Systems Command Guidance 

Command methods of missile guidance (remote control) are those 
methods In which the law of motion of the missile is determined at a 
control point outside of the missile itself. 

The control point can be on the ground (for surface-to-air and 
surface-to-surface missiles), in an airplane (for air-to-air and 
alr-to-gro\ind missiles), on a ship, or some other place. Command 
methods of guidance are used for all types of missiles, including 
in the initial phase of ballistic missiles. 

Command guidance of missiles can be used alone or 
preliminarily with transition to homing, when it is necessary to in¬ 
crease the accxiracy of guidance in the terminal phase of engaging 
the target. 

Depending upon the means and place of generation of the error 
signal, command guidance systems may be divided into the following 
three types: radio sighting, beam guidance and guidance by two radar 
tracking stations. 

I ^ g«aio sitting MSthod. After launohlng, the alieile iji 
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"fired" Into a radar sighting beam and Is kept In this beam by 
commands generated at the control point and transmitted to the 
missile. 

The radar beam Is directed to the required Impact point. In 
some cases the radar beam can coincide with the target, but In the 
general case of a moving target, this will be a predicted point. 

The radar antenna Is made so that the axis of the radiation 
pattern does not coincide with the geometric axis of the antenna. 

In this case the tapered scanning beam forms an equal~slgnal zone 
(RSZ) In space. Its axis (which coincides with the axis of the 
antenna) is called the ecMal-signal-zone axle (Pig. 28 a) . 

The operation of many modem radar devices is based upon the 
principle of the equal-signal zone. The presence of an equal-signal 
zone makes It possible to determine the direction and magnitude of the 
angular deflection of a radiator from the RSZ axis. 

The radiator can be a target exposed to radiation from radar or 
a transmitter on board a guided missile. 

An equal-signal zone can be formed not only by a scanning beam, 
but also by several fixed beams shifted relative to one another. 

There must be two such beams In guldemce relative only to azimuth, 
and In guidance relative to azimuth and angle of elevation simul¬ 
taneously, there must be four. 

A scanning beam creates a signal of variable strength from a 
radiator which does not lie on the RSZ axis. The received signal 
will fluctuate with the rotation rate of the beam (Pig. 28 b) . 

Up to definite limits, the amplitude of the signal (du) Is 
proportional to the angular deflection of the missile from the RSZ 

NOlnd (Pig. 28 o). j 1 -1 
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The variable part of the signal with amplitude AU Is the error 
signal of the guidance system. Depending upon the amplitude and phase 
of the error signal, a command Is formulated for guiding the missile. 

Thus In radio sighting, the radar does not track the missile, but 
only creates a sighting line. The missile Is sighted In the equal- 
signal zone, l.e.. Its deviation from the axis of this zone Is de¬ 
termined (hence the name "sighting," by analogy with an optical 
sight. In which deviation from the crosshairs Is determined). 

Let us see how the predicted direction of a radar beam Is found. 

The prediction Is made In order to decrease the curvature of 
the trajectory. 

The principle of firing with prediction can be explained by the 
example of antiaircraft artillery. 

As Is well-known. In antiaircraft artillery the angular posi¬ 
tion of the predicted point Is chosen so that during the flight of 
the missile to the point of Impact, the target moves with respect to 
the prediction angle. The prediction angle Is chosen before firing 
and cannot change during the flight. Therefore, If the target makes 
an antl-antlalrcraft maneuver or the velocity of the missile Is In¬ 
correct, It will fly past the target. 

The main characteristic of gulded-mlsslle flight Is the possi¬ 
bility of continuous correction of the position of the predicted 
beam, which allows a change In the course of the target and the 
velocity of the missile to be taken Into account. 

In order to determine continuously the required prediction 
angular position of the beam. It Is necessary that Information on 
the coordinates of the teu'get and the range be supplied continuously 
eoia^uter. | ,___j 
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If, for example, the prediction point le chosen as It Is done 
In antiaircraft artillery, then the missile will fly to the Impact 
point along a trajectory which Is close to ballistic. In this case 
the missile will maneuver only as a function of deviations In the 
laws of motion of the target and the missile. 

If we let and 3^ be the angle of elevation and azimuth of 
the target (Fig. 29 ), then the predicted position of the radio- 
sighting axis of* the missile will be 

■« e. + Ae 
r t 

+ Ap 

The values of the running angular prediction Ae and Ap must 
be decreased continuously as the missile approaches the target 
(times t^ and tg). 

The condition for an accwate hit Is that the angular prediction 
becomes zero, when the ranges to the target (D^) and the missile 
(D^) are equal (l.e., at the moment of Impact)j otherwise, the 
missile will pass by the target. 

Let us examine the block diagram of a radio-sighting guidance 
system (Fig. 30 ). 

The coordinates of the target (e^, and D^) from the radar 
tracking of the missile are sent to a computer, where the predicted 
angle of elevation and azimuth of the missile Ae^ and Ap^ are 
formulated on the basis of these data. In order to make the predic¬ 
tion angle more precise. Information about the range to the missile 
Is used, which Is determined In radio sighting by special range¬ 
finder systems. 

The radio sight Is forced to turn according to the data from 
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of the missile from the axis of the radio-signal zone (RSZ) of the 
radio sight, Is sent to the command-formation unit and the commands 
6u*e sent on to the missile. 

Remember that In ordinary radar tracking the signal 6 controls 
the turning of the radar antenna, l.e.. It Is the error signal 
of the tracking system. In this case, however, the signal serves 
as the basis for command fozmiatlon for missile guidance, l.e.. 

It Js the error signal of the guidance system. 

The guidance command Is sent to the missile and acts on the 
rudder control circuits. 

A receiver-responder operating from pulses of the radio sight 
should be placed on board the missile, for Increased reliability 
of operation of the sighting channel. 

The system examined, with a radio sight having a narrow 
radiation patter, allows only one missile to be guided to the pre¬ 
dicted point, although In principle a radio sight can sight several 
missiles simultaneously. This happens because for missiles at 
varloxis ranges the law of prediction will be different and the 
moment when the angle of prediction must become zero (l.e., when 
the RSZ axis must "look at" the target) will also be different 
for them. 

The situation changes when the missile Is guided by the three- 
point method. 

In guidance by the three-point method, the direction of the 
beam to the missile must always coincide with the direction to the 
target. Therefore, the angles of elevation and azimuths of all the 
missiles. Independent of their range, will be equal to one another 
f-juai-tqual to the angle of elevatlcp aiMi azimuth of the target s^t-a_| 
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given time Instant. Thus simultaneous guidance of several missiles 

■ . 1 I ( 

to a single target Is possible, in principle, using one radio sight. 

Another feature of guidance by the three-point method (also 
called the coincidence method) should be mentioned: In this type 
of guidance the radio sight can perform the function of locator of 
the target. This coincidence circuit Is structurally very simple. 
However, guidance by the three-point method is limited by the great 
ctirvature of the trajectory, which requires highly maneuverable 
missiles. 

Let us examine the block diagram of a combined radio sight 
(Fig. 5i). Such a radio sight must have two channels: a clear 
radar channel f)r tracking the target and a channel for radio sighting 
of the missile (or missiles). The signals of the separate channels 
can differ In frequency from the signal to be received (frequency 
selection) due to the difference In range (range selection or 
according to some other command. Each method of selection has Its 
own advantages and disadvantages. Let us examine the operation 
of a system with frequency selection. 

The channel for tracking the target operates as an ordinary 
radar channel: a signal reflected from a target and modulated by 
the frequency of the scanning beam enters the receiving channel and, 
acting on the drive of the radar antenna, forces it to track the 
tsu'get. 

The signals arriving from the missiles have different 
frequencies: those of the on-board responders. 

As a result, the signals from the missiles go along other 
channels of the radio-sight receiver. Separation of the sighting 
l_^t4gl^lB takes plaoa in these channels^ i.e., of signals whioh ype | 

STOP HERE srOP HERE 


—J|i3— 





proportional to the angular deviation of the missiles from the RSZ 
axis (5^, dg). On the basis of these signals, commands are foz*mu- 
lated which are sent to one or another of the missiles along the 
appropriate transmission line. 

Guidance by a radio beam differs from radio sighting In that the 
error signals of the guidance system 6^ and dg are formed not In 
the radio sight, but on board the missile Itself, and, therefore, 
there Is no need for command lines. As In the case examined above, 
when firing at a predicted point only one missile at a time can be 
guided by the beam, while In guidance by the three-point method, 
several missiles can be guided simultaneously. In this case the 
radar which creates the radio beam can track the target simultaneously. 

A special receiver, tuned to the radio tracking frequency Is 
Installed on the missile. As In guidance by radio sighting, a radio 
track can be created by a narrowly directed scanning beam or several 
beams which are fixed relative to one another. In this case each 
beam must have Its own "color": a distinct frequency, specially 
frequency modulated, etc. 

Let us examine the principle of error-signal formation for the 
case of the scanning beam In Fig. 28. 

A revolving beam creates an alternating field strength at all 
points not lying on the axis of the equal-signal zone. The signal 
received by the missile will oscillate with the scanning rate (see 
Fig. 28 b). The amplitude of the signal (AU), up to definite limits 
of deviation of the missile from the RSZ axis, will be proportional 
to this deviation (see Fig. 28 c). If the angular deviation of the 
missile from the RSZ axis exceeds the level of the linear part of 
^Jbhe-^odulatlon characteristic, th^n the normal funotloning of j 
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guidance can be disrupted and It will cease to operate as a 
guidance system. The scanning beam makes It possible to determine 
only the deviation of the missile from the RSZ axis, and does not 
determine Its direction. 

In order to determine the direction of the deviation, special 
reference signals must be sent to the missile which are synchronized 
with the scanning beam. Let us assume that when the scanning beam Is 
to the left of the RSZ axis, a reference signal of one form Is sent 
to the missile (for example, a single pulse), when It Is to the 
right, a signal of another form Is sent (two pulses), and when It 
Is above or below, other special signals are sent. Further, let us 
assiime that the missile Is to the left of the RSZ axis. Then the 
maximum value of the received signal will coincide with the reception 
of a single-pulse reference signal. Thus the coincidence of a 
maximum signal with the reception of a single-pulse reference signal 
attests to the fact that the missile Is to the left of the RSZ axis. 
If the maximum signal coincides with reception of a two-pulse refer¬ 
ence signal. It Is to the right, etc. The reference signal can be 
sent In the form of a smoothly varying curve, and the error signal 
isolated by a special phase detector, vrtiere the nagnltude and di¬ 
rection of the deviation of the missile from the RSZ axis are de¬ 
termined Immediately. 

If there are several antennas with various "colors" for each 
beam, a reference signal Is not needed. Inasmuch as the direction of 
the deviation Is determined by the "color" of the signal. 

Double radar tracking. In this gpildance method, one radar set 
tracks the target, while the other tracks the missile (Plg. 32). 
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On the basis of these data, and error signal and the corre^ 
spending commands are formed and sent to the missile by radio. These 
commands are picked up by command receivers ajid go to the rudder 
control elements. 

There Is also a receiver responder In the on-board apparatus, 
which receives pulses from the radar station, amplifies them, and 
retransmits them back to earth. This Increases the stability and 
range of the automatic escort of the missile. 

Let us analyze some special features of this method of guidance, 
as compared with the radio-sighting and radio-track methods. 

When using radio-sighting or radio-tracking methods, guidance 
Is accomplished by keeping the missile within the area of some beam. 

The geometric picture of guidance (or, as It Is called, the 
kinematic diagram) Is as follows. A beam Is directed towards the 
target at some predicted point In space. While In motion, the 
missile Is continuously held on this beam. Deviation of the center 
of gravity of the missile from the beam Is recorded by the guidance 
system as an error signal, and the system attempts to the keep the 
error signal at zero. 

Such a system may be called beam guidance. This system Is 
obviously the only possible one for these methods. 

In guidance with double radar tracking, not only beemi homing 
possible, but also course guidance. In beam homing by the double 
radar tracking method, the apparatus differs little from that shown 
In Pig. 30 . The device for generating the predicted direction of the 

I end is besed on the asa^ l^lnolple. The dlfl^renee ’ihnH 
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In the fact that the predicted values of the angular coordinates 
generated by the conq>uter do not guide the beam, but are con^ared 
with the true angular attitudes of the missile. An error signal 
Is generated on the basis of this comparison. 

Owing to radar tracking of the missile, It Is possible to set up 
Its trajectory and compare it with the required trajectory by \islng 
the computer. An error signal Is generated on the basis of this 
comparison. 

In the most simple case, the required course Is the direction to 
a target. An error signal In this case Is a signal for the deviation 
of the velocity vector of the missile from the direction to the target. 
This Is called homing by the pursuit method . However, this method 
has, as does the three-point method, the disadvantage that the 
trajectories for homing on a moving target have great curvature, whldi 
requires highly maneuverable missiles. In addition, the total 
dwatlon of Its flight can be considerably greater than that of a 
straight line to the point of Impact. Therefore, the use of this 
method Is limited to firing on fixed and low-speed targets. 

In general, the required covtrse of a missile Is directed to a 
predicted point, l.e., the missile files for Interception of a 
moving target. Such a method is, for example, the method of 
parallel engagement. In which the tetrget-to-misslle line remains 
parallel to Itself at all times. This method, as will be shown 
below, provides considerable straightening of the trajectory. 

Let us examine the block dlagreun of the cotirse n«thod of 
control shown In Fig. 55 . 

From the known coordinates of the target entering the computer, 

I It.If poaaible to oonatroot the ot^urae of the tenet ihsd to e«3,«K2AlB|> 
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Its velocity YAVig, 54). The missile coordinates from the radar 

MV , T 'f ' < ' 

station allow Its velocity to be determined. 

By knowing the mutiial position of the target and missile and 
their velocities. It Is not difficult to find the predicted point 
of Impact C by extension of the missile course. 

Ordinary trigonometric equations can be used to solve this 
problem. For this, It Is necessary to solve triangle ABC (Plg. 54). 

Side AB and angle A are determined In the computer by the 
coordinates of the target and missile and the course of the target. 
The position of the predicted point, which lies on the target tra¬ 
jectory, Is determined by a condition according to which the flight 
times of the target and missile up to this point are equal. The 

flight time of the target Is found by the formtila ^ 

BC ^ 

the flight time of the missile by the formula t_ « 

V ^ V 

Inasmuch as t^ * t^,, then AC » BC»yS. , 

Bearing this expression In mind. It Is not difficult to solve 
triangle ABC by trigonometric formulas and find the angle a, which 
Is the required prediction angle, and then the required coxorse 0^,. 

Further, it Is necessary compare the required course with the 
time coTirse of the missile. Prom the known coordinates of the 
missile. Its true course which Is compared with the required 

course 0^, Is formed In the computer. From this comparison, an 
error signal A0^ Is formed, which controls further the homing system 
by the commands received on board. 

Control commands, as In any automatic control system, must be 
formed taking Into account ensxirlng the required stability of motion. 
For simplicity, let us examine the problem of course control 
i_J. 2 Ljppe plane. The problem la more ooiq^lioated In the ease of ^_, 
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e^uldance. However, the essence principles of control 
remain the same. 

In this case, two angles must be determined In the computer: 
the course and pitch of the missile, and, correspondingly, two error 
signals for formation of the course and pitch control commands. 


2. ELEMENTS OF COMMAND-FORMATION DEVICES 

The error-signal formation unit. For the double-radar method 
of command guidance, the difference between the anguleo* coordinates 
Ap and Ac Is not difficult to foimilate and can be done with 
potentiometers and amplifiers, for example. With potentiometer 
circuits, the coordinates of the required position of the missile 
Cp and are given out by the computer as a d-c voltage. Information 
about the true position of the missile Is taken from the potent! - 
omet3a>s, which are mechanically connected to the radar antenna 
tracking the missile. Compatrlson is carried out in a difference 
amplifier. At the output of this amplifier, a voltage Is obtained 
which Is proportional to the difference between the angular 
coordinates Ap and Acj this difference Is the error signal. 

It Is more difficult to form error signals In the other two 
systems examined. 

In these systems, when the missile deviates from the RSZ axis, 
the signal at the output of the receiver is a sum of two voltages: 
a d-c voltage Vq and an a-c voltage AU with frequency equal to the 
scanning rate D (Fig. 55 ). 

In this case the modulation factor m 
determines the magnitude of the angular deviation of the missile 


AU , 

^ In some scale 


from the RSZ axis. 
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Tte ^gnal obtained can be expressed as follows : 

U - Uq [i + m cos {sit + 

where SI Is the scanning rate, and f the phase (angular position) 
determining the position of the missile In the pictorial plane 
(the plane perpendicular to the RSZ axis In Fig. . 

It Is necessary to determine the modulation factor m and phase 
i/ frcan this signal. The fluctuating part of the signal, which can be 
Isolated by a filter. Is U - U^m cos (i^t + i/), l.e., proportional 
not only to the modulation factor m, but also to the signal Uq Is a 
function of the signal strength, of the stability of the receiver, 
etc. 

Therefore, the first task of the error-signal separation unit 
Is to obtain the alternating signal In the form 

U « m cos (J^t + f). 

This can be accomplished by using an amplifier which has an 
amplification factor which Is Inversely proportional to Uq. 

The task also consists of determining the phase i/ of the 
alternating signal or the components of the factor m which correspond 
to the angulsu? deviation of the missile with respect to the Y and Z 
axes (Plg. 56 ). This operation Is performed In a special phase 
detector, where the phase of the reference Is compared with the 
phase of the error signal. The comparison Is made In two switching 
circuits. The phase of the reference signal Is always strictly 
constant and tied to the position of the scanning beam. Therefore, 
as a result of comparing the phases of the reference signal and error 
signal, the position of the missile In the pictorial plane Is 
determined, l.e., the components 9 ! the deviation of the mlealle 
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The unit for converting angular error Into linear . When the 
angular error (error signal) Is constant, the linear deviation will 
Increase as the range of missile from the control point. 

If a command Is formulated on the basis of an angular error, 
then a single command will correspond to various linear deviations 
of the missile from Its trajectory. Therefore, at long ranges the 
missile will approach the trajectory for a longer period of time 
Such guidance conditions are unsuitable, and It Is advantageous 
to use the linear error for command formation. 

For example. In the Oerllkon-5^ system, the linear error 1^ 

Is determined by multiplying the angular error A(p by a function 
which Is proportional to the range to the missile R: 

1 » R . Aip. 


Multiplication Is performed by using a potentiometer multiplier. 
In this R Is Introduced approximately by using a time mechanism 
(Pig. 57). 

Units which take coordinate skew Into account. The phenomenon 
of coordinate skew arises in spatial missile guidance. The essence 
of this phenomenon is that In flight the position of the axes of the 
missile relative to the axes of the measuring system In which 
deviations are determined Is changed. 

The magnitude of this skew Is described by a certain angle t, 
which can be called the angle of skew or the angle of banking of the 
axes of the missile relative to the coordinate system of the measuring 
device. 

As has already been noted. It Is necessary for missile guidance 
that Its axes be definitely stabilized In space. In particular. 


trm the eondition of rol3j ■Milisatlcm, It is pcASlhltr 
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to force the missile to keep Its transverse axis parallel to some 
fixed plane in space. This can be seen by the example of an 
ordinary airplane. The roll stabilization system in an airplane 
operates so that the plane of the wing is always held in a horizontal 
position, l.e., it does not turn relative to the longitudinal axis. 

In the general case, the axes of a missile can be stabilized 
in space arbitrarily. 

Let us examine the fonnatlon of the skew angle for missile 
homing by radio sighting (Fig. 58 ). 

At the moment of lauchlng the direction of the transverse axes 
of the missile coincide with the direction of the reference axes 
of the radar installation. The flight direction coincides 
with the RSZ axis. Let us assume that the missile is fired in the 
plane an an angle €q above the horizon (P^). 

Let us call this the firing plane of the missile. For 
simplicity, let us assume that the missile does not leave this plane 
d\irlng homing and that automatic roll stabilization does not allow 
the missile to t\irn relative to its longitudinal axis. Then the 
transverse axis will always lie in the firing plane P^. 

The missile can accomplish any maneuvers during homing. Let us 
assume that it has txirned 90 ° as a result of a complicated maneuver, 
flown to point 2 and will fly further in a radial direction, l.e., 
the Xp axis is directed along the RSZ axis. It is not dlffluclt 
to see that there will be an angular skew at this point. 

In fact, according to the condition, the Z^ axis is in the 
firing plane and, as is apparent from the flgixre, it makes an angle 
Cq with the plane of the horizon. Thus an observer at point 0 will 

f4i«a-^the niasile ax»s turned an an ^ngle Cq. Ttw reference axia’ol^ 
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the radio sight remains horizontal at all times. Therefore, 
the skew angle is e^. 

Let us examine a simplified model In the presence of skew 
(Pig. 39). 

Let the missile be on the axis of the reference system 
with deviation from the RSZ axis as some moment of time (point 

i). 

In this case the automatic control system generates a command 
which is proportional to and which forces the missile to move 
to the center of the equal-signal zone. 

However, Inasmuch as the axes of the missile are turned relative 
to the and axes, the command, which creates a lift force along 
the transverse axis Y^, will force the missile to move to point 2, 
which lies outside of the vertical axis Yj^. 

At point 2, the command will be redistributed along the axes 
of the missile in accordance with the legs Ag^ and Ag^. Motion 
proportional to Ag^ and Ag^ will take place in the axes of the 
missile and it will move to point 5# etc. By successive construction 
of the cvirve of the center of gravity of the missile in the axes of 
the reference system, it is not difficult to see that it approaches 
the center of the equal-signal zone not in a straight line, as it 
should, but along some spiral, i.e., along a longer route. It is 
obvious that this is undesirable, since it Introduces additional 
delays in command fulfillment, i.e., it is as if the guidance system 
takes on additional Inertia, and its sensitivity can be worsened 
considerably. 

In order to prevent this, it is necessary to send a command to the 

rmlVBile so that the total lift foif^ce la directed towaz^ the centeni 
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This is acccmplished by a special device. Let us assume that the 

missile Is deflected along the axis by the value AY (Plg. 40a). 

If the deviation AY Is divided Into two command components K' ■* AY 

cos T and K' ■ AY sin t and these are sent to the missile, then It 
z 

is not difficult to see that the missile will move precisely toward 
the center of the RSZ. 

Similarly, It can be shown that. If the deviation Is only along 
the axis (Fig. 40 b), then the commands must be AZ cos t 

and K''y = - AZ sin t. It Is easily seen that In the presence of 
simultaneous deviations with respect to the Y^^ and Z^ axes, the 
command must be‘the sums: 

K =K' + K" and = K' + K*' . 

z z z y y y 

We have examined only the simplest case of coordinate skew and 
the simplest method for Its compensation. This phenomenon Is 
considerably more complicated In spatial guidance. 

3. TRAJECTORIES 

The phases of tra.iectorles. In command systems, the trajectory 
can be divided Into two basic parts. 

The first part Is us\ially called the launching phase; and the 
second part Is called the guidance phase. 

In the first phase, the law of motion can not be set exactly 
beforehand. The trajectory In this phase Is determined by the posi¬ 
tion of the missile at the moment of the beginning of its guidance. 
This position can be random and is determined by many factors, e.g.: 
accviracy of firing the missile Into the beam of the guidance 
station, the position of the missile at launching, deviation of the 
flight direction from that asslgneid , the attitude of the carrier 
! alz^o^ft a.t tto moront of launot^^ etc. 
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The guidance phase begins when these Initial conditions are 
completely compensated. Prom this time on, we may speak of the 
accuracy of guidance, since deviations can be sufficiently great 
In the first phase (Plg. 4l). 

An Independent Initial laxinchlng phase can also be Isolated. 

In this phase the missile Is ungulded either because It has not yet 
reached the required velocity, or because the guidance system has 
not "taken over" (for example, when firing a missile Into a radio 
beam). 

The characteristics of the end of this phase also determine the 
Initial conditions for placing the missile In the guidance trajectory. 

Missiles can be guided with the engine either on or off. 

The flight phase when the engine Is on Is called the power 
phase, and the part when the engine Is off Is called the free-fllght 
phase. 

A property of the free-fllght phase Is that here the missile 
loses part of Its lift force due to cessation of the action of gas- 
dynamic forces. The loss of lift force manifests Itself strongly 
at high altitudes because, in this case, the aerodynamic lift force 
Is decreased. 

A second property of this phase Is an additional bending of the 
trajectory, due to the fact that the missile is decelerated by any 
resistance In this phase. 

In Fig. 42, let us trace the appearance of this bending of the 
trajectory. Let the missile move tinlformly In the power phase, l.e., 
let the force of any resistance be compensated by the engine thrust. 

A missile guided by the command method will always remain on some beam, 
rwlituh moves with s constant angular velocity. Then over equal ^ 


time Intervals this beam will move from point 1 to points 
4, etc.; the angular shifts will be unchanged. 

Accordingly, a missile moves the distance AS - V‘AT from 
point 0^ for the time AT and hits point Og. If the velocity of 
the missile V Is constant, with sufficiently careful construction 
of the trajectory It can be seen that the angle of turning of the 
missile A0 during time AT will be constant, l.e., the missile carries 
out the same maneuver at all times. 

If from a certain time (point Oj^) the velocity drops due to 
engine cutoff, the path AS^ will be shorter for time AT and, as Is 
easily seen from the figure, the turning angle A0^ will be Increased. 

In this case the missile must. In order to fulfill the conditions 
of guidance, make another maneuver; It must move about a trajectory 
of greater c\irvat\ire. This effect can be especially strong In 
guidance by the three-point method, where the trajectory has consider¬ 
able cxirvature even without this. 

Various types of guidance trajectories. One of the basic re¬ 
quirements for trajectories Is maximum linearity. This Is due to the 
limited maneuverability of guided missiles, because it may happen 
that, when the curvatxire of the trajectory Is great, the missile 
will not be In a position to carry out all required maneuvers, and 
It will not reach the tavget. 

On the other hand, the most simple method, as already stated. 

Is guidance by combination (three-point method), which requires 
considerable g-forces. This method makes guidance possible when the 
angular coordinates of the target are known and ensures, within limits, 
simultaneous firing of several missiles upon a single target. 

L-As already been mentioned, befn guidance Is characteristic ot 

I 0 .^ ^ ; 
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command methods, wherein the trajectory can be considered the locus 
of points lying on beams Issuing from a single control point. 

During guidance, a missile must be held on this beam at all 
times. 

In the case when the beam follows the target continuously, we 
have guidance by the three-point method. When the beam Is directed 
to a point ahead of a moving target, we have a prediction method of 
guidance. 

If the law motion of the beam and the velocity of the missile 
Vp are known. It Is not difficult to determine the trajectory. 

As an example, let us construct the trajectory of a surface- 
to-air missile for guidance by the three-point method (Plg. 43). 

Let us assume that the target moves uniformly. Let us 
divide the trajectory Into equal segments. Then the Intervals be¬ 
tween the points t^, tg, t^,..., t^^ will be the same and equal to 
At. Let us connect point 0 (control point) to these points by 
beams. 

If at time t^ the missile Is at point on beam 1, then at 
time tg, having flown the distance C^Cg = V^*At, It will be at 
point Cg on beam 2. To find point 2 we place a compass point at 
point and Intersect beam 2 with a radius V^’At. Having done 
this, we find the points C^, etc. 

Having connected all points C^,Cg,Cj, ..., with a smooth 
CTorve, we obtain a target trajectory on which It Is easy to determine 
the moment of Impact of the missile with the target. It Is not 
difficult to see that, as the velocity of the target Increases, the 
curvature of the trajectory will Increase all the more. At some 
■"'bargdt vsloolties the maneuverability of the missile will be > 
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Ineuffiolent. 

The flight trajectory obtained here Is an Ideal one, l.e.. It 
Is determined by a given law of motion for a guidance system. In 
reality, as In any automatic control system, there are deviations 
In the motion of the object under control. 

A missile, moving close to this Ideal (kinematic) trajectory, 
describes a certain real trajectory, the magnitude of the deviation 
of which Is determined by the quality of guidance, l.e.. It Is a 
function of the error In the guidance system. 

The form of the trajectory varies according to the guidance 
system used. 

For surface-to-air missiles. It is possible to use combined 
(three-point) as well as prediction methods of guidance. 

For air-to-ground missiles, which are designed to destroy fixed 
or low-speed targets, three-point methods are applicable. Inasmuch 
as the trajectory has low cxirvature in this case. 

These types of missiles can be guided according to the principle 
of the equal-signal zone. Range control of ballistic missiles with 
limited power phase Is accomplished by velocity control. In this 
case the trajectory In the vertical plane Is ballistic. 

Winged missiles can fly at a constant altitude, and the moment 
of diving toward the target Is determined either by Internal means 
or by command from the control point. 

The characteristic feature of air-to-ground missiles is that 
the control point moves continuously, together with the carrier 
aircraft. 

Figure 44 shows an example trajectory for guidance In this 

remei It Is constructed by the saiie method as was the trajectoxv 




of the surface-to-air missile (Plg. 45). 

The fact that for air-to-air systems the control point is in 
motion leads to substantial changes in trajectory. In particular, 
in guidance by the three-point method, when a definite coxirse is 
maintained by the carrier aircraft, the missile trajectory can be 
completely linear. 

For example, the coiirse of the carrier aircraft can be chosen 
such that the line from the control point to the target is mutually 
parallel at all times (Fig. 45). In this case the three-point 
method coincides with the method of parallel engagement. 

If it is assximed that the velocity of the target is uniformly 
linear, while the velocity of the missile is held constant, then the 
trajectory will be a straight line. 

Since the missile velocity is assumed to be constant, the 
segments C^Cg = CgC^ = •••= ^n“l^n' apparent from this 

that the shaded right triangles are equal. Therefore, the angle formed 
by the trajectory and the line HT (Fig. 45) will remain the same at 
all times, l.e., the missile holds a constant course and flies 
linearly. 

We have examined trajectories for beam methods of guidance. 

For course guidance the trajectory of parallel engagement is 
characteristic. 
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Pig. 28 . Formation of an error signal 
with a scanning beam: a) scanning beam; 
b) fluctuation of signal at receiving 
pointj c) amplitude AU as a function of 
deviation 6. 



Fig. 29 . The positions of the target and 
missile In guidance to a predicted point: 

1 ) predicted point of Impact; 2) trajectory 
of missile; Ac^ and ACn are values of the 
angular prediction it times t^ and tg* 
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Pig. 30* Block diagram of ground complex 
for guidance by radio sighting: l) radar 
tracking of target j 2) computer for pre¬ 
dicted values of azimuth P and angle of 
elevation 6 of missile; ^ 3) radio slghter; 
4) missile range finder; 5 ) command- 
formation unit; 6) command transmission line. 











Fig. 51. Block diagram of a radio sight 
combined with radar target tracking: 

1) radar tracking; 2), sighting ^Its 
for the first and second missiles; 4), 

5) command-formation units for the first 
and second missiles; 6), 7) command- 
transmission lines. 
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Fig. 52. Block diagram of ground complex for 
guidance by two radar signals: i) radar tracking 
of target; 2) radar tracking of mlsslle;5) command 
forming computer; 4) transmission line for 
coooiands. 
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Fig* 33* Block diagram of co\irse control 
method. 1) radar tracking of target; 

2) radar tracking of missile; 5) device for 
determining the course and velocity of target; 
4) device for determining the velocity of 
the missile; 5) device for solving the pre¬ 
dicted triangle and fonnlng the required 
coxu’se 0 ; 6 ) device for determining the true 
coxirse or the missile 0 7) comparison 

unit and unit for formation of error signal 
A0^; 8) command-formation unit; 9) transmission 

line for commands. 
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Pig. 54 Homing with course guidance: 

0^- course of target; C - predicted point of 

Impact; a - prediction angle; 0^- required 
course of missile; true" course of 
miss lie I A0 - error islgnsl. 
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Pig. 35. Output signal of 
receiver In the case of a 
scanning beam. 


Pig. 36 . Deviation of missile 
Is pictorial plane. 





Pig. 37* Block diagram of converter of 
angular error to linear used In the 
Oerllkon-5^ system. 



Pig. 38 . Formation of skew angle t: 

Is the plane of the horizon; the 

firing plane; 1) the Initial position of 
the axes of the missile; 2) the final 
position of the mlsajllei 3 ) traJeotoxT'j 

is the final Jposition of measuring 
s WH»adio-sight' axes'. ’ 




Pig* 39* Initial deviation In the 
presence of skew. 




Pig. 40. Redistribution of commands 
taking the skew angle Into account. 



Pig. 41. Phase of the trajectory of a 
guided missile: 1) launching phase; 

2) entry into trajectory; 5 ) guidance 
phase; 4) required trajectory. 
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Fig. 42. Additional bending of trajectory 
during transition to the free-fllght phase. 



Fig. 45 . Trajectory of surface-to-air 
missile In three-point guidance. 
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Pig. 44. Trajectory of air-to-ground 
missile with three-point guidance. 



Pig. 45 . Trajectory of air-to-air 
missile with three-point guidance: 

1) carrier aircraft (control point) 
trajectory; 2) target trajectory; 

5 ) missile trajectory; 4) guidance line. 
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Chapter 5 

HOMING METHODS AND COMBINED METHODS OP CHJIDANCE 
1. The Operating Principles of Homing Systems 

A classification of homing methods. Homing methods for 
missiles are those in which reception and processing of target 
information and generation of command signals are carried out by 
equipment on board the missile. 

Homing methods can be used in any type of missile. Abroad, 
they are most widely used in surface-to-air and air-to-air missiles. 

Homing can be the sole means of guiding a missile, or it can be 
used only in the last stage of guidance. 

Inasmuch as in homing, target information is generated in the 
missile, the guidance accuracy is not a function of the flight range 
of the missile. This is the main advantage of homing systems over 
methods of command guidance. 

The principle Instrument in homing systems is the homing head 
(target coordinator), which can operate electronically or by reception 
of heat (infrared) radiation*. 

I -• IKoiiiiS and vliual-light radiation of targata oan alao ba iiaid 
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The action of the homing head Is based on the operating principle 
of the ordinary direction finder or radar Installation. The differ¬ 
ence lies only In the dimensions and operating conditions, which are 
complicated by vibrations of the missile, g-forces and effects due 
to refraction and absorption of the signal from the target In the 
cowling. 

Heating of the cowling and the Increase In the level of thermal 
noise connected with It substantially affect the operation of heat- 
seeking heads. 

In order to receive a signal with which a homing device can 
operate, the target must be a source of primary or secondary radia¬ 
tion. 

With primary radiation the target Itself Is a source of thermal 
or radio signals. An operating engine, a nose section heated by aero¬ 
dynamic resistance, etc. can be sources of thermal radiation. Sources 
of radio signals can be: radar, radio beacons, radio Interference 
stations, etc. 

Systems which use target radiation for guidance are called 
passive homing systems. 

In secondary radiation the target Is exposed to a narrowly 
directed energy source. 

If the energy source radiating the target Is In the missile 
Itself, then It Is an active homing system . 

When the radiation source Is not In the missile, but at the 
control point, the system Is called seml-actlve . 

Active homing has the advantage that It does not require any 
equipment outside of the missile. The missile becomes autonomous 
r^taiintoiant It entexv its tnijeotory^ ax»S tb» entire ext^mal 

! . 0... i . 
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guidance system can be used for another missile. 

However, In active homing the equipment In the missile Is 
complicated and bulky, since it Includes a comparatively powerful 
transmitter. 

In semi-active homing, the radiation seeker must operate from 
the moment of launching to the moment of Impact. 

The radiation device Is a complex radio engineering installation. 
Radar tracking of the target can be used for this. The signal 
reflected from the target Is used simultaneously by the radar set 
and the homing head. 

An advantage of seml-actlve homing is that the target can be 
subjected to considerably more Intense radiation than In active 
homing, since an external radar station can be more powerful and 
have larger antennas. 

Homing devices can be divided Into two basic groups. 

The first group contains homing heads which measure the 
positions of their axes relative to the axes of the missile. They 
are called connected homing systems. 

The second group contains devices in which the homing heads 
measure the position of their axes relative to fixed axes In space 
which are set by a gyroplatform. They can be called disconnected 
homing systems with a reference gyroplatform . 

Both homing systems uniquely determine all possible missile 
trajectories In the homing stage. 

Connected homing systems . When the axes of the antenna of the 
homing head are connected with the missile axes, homing can be 
accomplished by a direct-pursuit trajectory. 

’Qm tiiqplMt plan of a oonnaqtad honing ayitom oan bo 

^^,0 .: 

^!UP HIJ!: 

____ -7fi- 

I W 



V 



cormtructed as follows (Fig. 46). 

The homlng-head antenna is located in the nose section of the 
missile, behind the cowling. 

Vfhen the longitudinal axis of the missile and, correspondingly, 
the antenna axis are precisely on target, the error signal equals 
zero. When the missile axis deviates from the direction to the 
target, an error signal 6 Is formed, which Is amplified and sent to 
the rudder drive. This configuration (by analogy with remote control 
systems) can be called a system of target sighting by a homing head. 

Another version of this system can be one In which the head- 
locator tracks the target, ttirnlng relative to the missile axes In 
a cardan suspension (Plg. 47). 

In this case the angular deviation of the axis of the locator 
from the missile axes Is recorded by a potentiometer. 

The magnitude of this deviation Is the error signal, and the 
error signal Is used for generating a control command. 

Common to both systems is the fact that the angular error of 
the missile axis relative to the direction to the target Is used as 
the control signal. 

When the required law of motion Is accxirately adhered to, the 
axis of the missile will be directed toward the target at all times 
during the flight. 

The trajectory along which the missile will move will be a 
curve which Is close to a pvirsult curve. 

The latter requires some explanation. In order to obtain a 
pursuit curve. It Is necessary that the direction of motion of the 
missile, l.e., the direction of Its velocity vector, exactly coincide 
With the direction to the target. This condition, strictly speaking. 


Is not satisfied In the example In question. This Is because the 
direction of the missile axis differs from the direction of the 
velocity vector by the angle of attack. Vfhen necessary, the angle 
of attack can be corrected by using an ordinary deflector mounted 
In the nose section or on the wings of the missile. 5y changing 
the angle of attack. It Is possible to turn the missile axis so that 
the direction of the velocity vector coincides with the direction to 
the target. 

At first glance. It seems that accurate direction of the missile 
to the target Is an obligatory condition for engagement. But this Is 
not so. The obligatory condition for engagement Is continuous 
reduction of the distance between the target and the missile. In 
other words. It Is necessary that the velocity of the missile 
relative to the target be greater than zero at all times. 

This Is a mathematical condition. It Is actually necessary 
that the engagement time not exceed the maximum flying time for the 
missile, and that the curvattire of the trajectory not exceed certain 
limits. 

A basic disadvantage of connected systems is that the trajectories 
have low curvature. 

When firing at a moving target when the condition of direct 
p\irsult (pursuit curve) Is fulfilled, where the velocity vector Is at 
all times directed towards the target exactly, the trajectory of the 
missile close to the point of Impact Is greatly bent and It can 
happen that a similar maneuver cannot be performed by the missile. 

In this case, starting from some time t^ (Plg. 48), the missile will 
move with maximum curvatxire, continuously falling behind the required 
tzvjACtory. T^la leads to an additional error In guidance. 
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It Is assiMed that this drawback limits the use of such homing 
methods. It Is not difficult to show, by graphical methods, that as 
the velocity of the target decreases the curvat\ire cfthe trajectory 
decreases. Therefore, connected methods of homing can be used only 
for low-speed targets. 

In homing systems with a reference gyroplatform, a gyrostabl - 
ILsed platform, which operates as the one described when examining 
Inertial Internal systems. Is Installed In the missile. The axes of 
this platform are fixed In space and create a reference coordinate 
system. 

The position of the antenna axes are measured. In this case, 
not relative to the missile axes, but relative to absolute space 
axes. 

The locator head Is mounted In the nose section behind a radio- 
transparent cowl (Pig. 49 ). The base of the antenna Is mounted 
directly on the missile. The antenna can be turned about two axes. 
The slides of potentiometers the housings of which are mounted on 
the gyroplatform are connected to the antenna axes. These 
potentiometers record any deviations of the antenna axes relative to 
the platform (or relative to the absolute axes). 

There are several versions of guidance with a disconnected 
homing head. All these versions give trajectories with less curva- 
tvire than those with connected heads. This Is especially valuable 
when firing on high-speed targets. 

One of the best known methods of guidance which can be used 
in such systems is the method of parallel engagement. Sometimes this 
method Is called the predicted-point method. 

As already noted, the essence of this method is the fact 
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that the sighting line from the iflsslle to the target always remains 
parallel to Itself. In the case of uniform linear motion of the 
target, a missile having a constant velocity must also move linearly. 
This distinguishes the method of parallel engagement from the pursuit 
method. 

Parallel engagement when using a disconnected head Is carried 
out as follows (Plg. 50 ). 

The locator head continuously tracks the target. The magnitude 
of the voltage from the potentiometers records In a fixed 
coordinate system the deviation 6 of the homing head (l.e., the 
direction from the missile to the target) from the Initial position 
(the angle <Pq). 

The magnitude of this deviation Is the error signal of the 
guidance system. A command will be sent to the rudder of the missile 
until the direction of the missile to the target Is parallel to the 
Initial direction. 

The error signal can also he the angular velocity of the 
motion of the locator beam. 

These versions are the same In principle. Under Ideal condi¬ 
tions for the second method the angular velocity of the target-to- 
mlsslle line will be zero, and this Is equivalent to the condition 
that the sighting beam be peirallel, which Is satisfied In the first 
case. The difference lies only In the fact that. If there Is a 
change In the direction of the missile to the target (for example, 
because of limited maneuverability) and a new direction Is 
established, then. In the second case, guidance will be relative 
to the new direction. In the first case, the Initial direction Is 

aalntalned exactly. If an angxaar error appears. It will be elimi¬ 
nated sooner or l^ter. 
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2. COMBINED METHODS OF GUIDANCE 

Since a homing head Installed In a missile has comparatively 
small dimensions and at long target ranges it cannot provide sure 
reception of signals reflected from the target at the moment of 
launching the missile, in a number of systems homing is used only 
in the last stage of guidance. A missile with a homing head first 
of all approaches the target, and only after having "caught" it does 
homing begin. 

In this case guidance takes place as follows. 

After launching. In the first phase of guidance, the missile 
is guided either by Internal or command systems. Command methods 
are used when firing on moving targets. Internal systems can be 
used when firing on fixed and low-speed targets. 

Let us examine how the homing head catches the target. 

In command guidance the coordinates of the target and missile 
must be known at the control point. If the missile has a gyro- 
stabilized platform creating a reference coordinate system, then the 
direction of the homing-head antenna axis can be set exactly. By 
knowing the position of the target and the missile and the direction 
of the homing-head axis, the required target designation can be 
calculated at the command point and the necessary commands for 
tvu?ning the homing head in the direction of the target can be sent to 
the missile. 

If there is no gyrostablllzed platform on the missile, then 
reading of the angle of turning of the homing-head is made relative 
to the axes of the missile. The position of these axes can be 
calculated approximately from the trajectory of the missile. 

In internal guidance the oomnand for target seatrch must be 
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sent to the homlng-head at a previously calculated time by a special 
program mechanism. 

Let us examine what the conditions at the point of target 
capture must be In order that a missile with a definite maneuverability 
be able to capture the target. 

For simplicity, let us assume that the target Is fixed (Plg. 5l)* 
At the moment of capture t. the target Is at a distance AS from the. 
missilej the angular error between the direction of the velocity 
vector of the missile and the target Is A<Pq. The magnitude A<Pq 
describes the acc\iracy of the system (command or Internal). In 
ideal operation of this system,A (})q must be equal to zero. 

The capture range AS Is a function of the power of the homlng- 
head transmitter, the sensitivity of its receivers, the radiation 
pattern of the antenna and the accuracy of the target designation 
(of the duration of target search). 

The maneuverability of the missile Is determined by the 
maximum lateral acceleration W which It can develop. 

The angular velocity (o of turning of the velocity vector of the 

missile is proportional to W and Inversely proportional to the 

W 

velocity of the missile : (o » 7^. 

For remaining time of engagement, approximately equal to At = 

AS 

=> the velocity vector of the missile can be turned by the angle 

W AS W»AS 

Acp a 0) . At = VT ’ VT * . 

r r r 

In order that a missile which maneuvers with a constant g-force 
and a constant velocity reach the target it Is necessary that the 
velocity vector t\irn by an angle which Is not less than 2Aq)Q. In 
fact, before the Interoediate point 1, the missile has turned by 


% 
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A9q. Before the point T, the missile must have turned by Aq>Q again. 

Therefore, In order to ensure capture. It Is necessary that the 
turning angle of the missile during the required approach time At 
be not less than 2Aq)Q. This condition can be written as 

2A(Pq. 


Prom this Inequality and the ratio for A<Pj, come the require¬ 
ments for maneuverability when the guidance errors and the 
capture range AS are set beforehand. The required maneuverability 
of the missile must be greater the greater the predicted error. With 
an increase In the capture range AS, the maneuverability requirements 
are decreased: « 

■ 


This relation makes it possible to determine the capture range 
requirements AS or the acc\iracy requirements A9 q when the maneuver¬ 
ability W of the missile Is given. 

For the more complicated case when the target Is moving, all 
the above reasoning will be about the same. In this case, however, 
the parameters AS and A<Pq in the formula for W must be calculated 
with respect to the predicted point of Impact. 
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jantenna axis coincide 
with missile axis 


Pig. 46. Homing with target sighting (the 
homlng-head antenna Is rigidly mounted on the 
body of the missile): 6- Is the error signal; 
1) unit for error signal separation and command 
formation; 2) rudder drive. 



Pig. 47. Guidance with the head tracking 
the target: 6 - error signal; 1) po¬ 
tentiometer for recording error signal; 

2) command unit; 5) rudder drive. 



Pig. 48. Required (l) and real (2) tra¬ 
jectories In guidance on a pursuit ctirve. 




target 



signal for eosmand 
formation 


Pig. 49. Diagram of homing-head with 
g^oplatfomi: 1) homlng-head; 

2; gyroplatformj 5) potentiometer for 
measuring the position of the antenna 
axis relative to the gyroplatform. 



Pig. 50. The error signal In the method 
of parallel engagement. 











Pig. 51* Limiting trajectory which ensures 
guidance to the target. 
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